262                               LOTHAIR.

I know none equal to it. That, if yon please, is civilisation,
pions and refined. And the people, all so gifted and so
good, so kind, so orderly, so charitable, so truly virtuous.
I believe the Roman people to be the best people that ever
lived, and this too while the secret societies have their
foreign agents in every quarter, trying to corrupt them,
but always in vain. If an act of political violence occurs,
yon may be sure it is confined entirely to foreigners/

* Our friends the St. Jeromes are going to Rome,' said
Lothair.

*Well, and that would be pleasant for you. Think
seriously of this, my dear young friend. I could be of
some little service to you if you go to Rome, which, after
all, every man ought to do. I could put you in the way of
easily becoming acquainted with all the right people, who
would take care that you saw Rome with profit and ad
vantage.1

Just at this moment, in a winding glade, they were mot
abruptly by a third person. All seemed rather to start at
the sudden rencounter ; and then Lothair eagerly advanced
and welcomed the stranger with a proffered hand.

1 This is a most unexpected, but to me most agreeable,
meeting,' he said. * You must now be my guest.'

* That would be a great honour,' said the stranger, ' but
one I cannot enjoy.    I had to wait at the station a couple
of hours or so for my train, and they told me if I strolled
here I should find some pretty country.    I have been so
pleased with it, that T fear I have strolled too long, and I
literally have not an instant  at  my command,'  and  he
hurried away.

' Who is that person ?' asked the Cardinal with some
agitation.

41 have not the slightest idea,' said Lothair. 'All I know
is, he once saved my life.'